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INTRODUCTION.
Library interests are at present being aroused in the South to 
an extent which compels the attention of everyone who is interested 
in the advancement of library interests. This fact makes the sit­
uation in Kentucky of peculiar interest owing to the location of 
the state on the borderline between North and South. It is with 
this in mind that the following paper has been prepared. That 
there is little material on the subject was known at the outset.
Use has been made of the printed report of the Polytechnic Society 
of Kentucky for 1898, of the Charter and By-laws of this society, 
of the report of the Committee on Free Libraries of the Kentucky 
State Federation of Women’s Clubs, made in June, 1899, and of the 
reports of the U.S. Bureau of Education from which certain statis­
tics, so designated, have been taken. Further than this nothing 
has been found in print touching upon the subject. As all the 
material mentioned is out of date and all with the exception of the 
statistics taken from the U.S. Bureau of Education report have been 
supplemented by material gathered by personal correspondence, there 
is practically no bibliography to accompany this thesis.
The work of gathering the data herein presented has been car­
ried on very largely through the various women’s clubs of the state 
whose members have been most ready in furnishing such information 
as exists.
HISTORY.
The first mention of a library in Kentucky is of a gift sent 
from Virginia to the old Transylvania Seminary. This seminary 
afterwards united with the Kentucky Academy and became Transylvania, 
University. The gift came when the academy was moved to Lexing­
ton in 1789. There is no mention of the number of volumes it 
contained. It is referred to as "a small library and some phil- 
isophical aparatus". (U.S. Bureau of Education. Report of the 
Commissioner 1895-96, p.318.)
It was not long after this that Kentucky’s first public libra­
ry was established. This was also at Lexington. It was found­
ed by the Lexington Library association in 1796 and is said to have 
been the first public library west of the Alleghany mountains.
Books were donated by General Y/ashington and other noted men of the 
time and some of these volumes are still among the most valued pos­
sessions of the Lexington Public Library which is the direct suc­
cessor of the original library. The older one was chartered in 
1800, the charter being approved November twenty-ninth of that 
year. Following is a draft of the original charter as furnished 
by Miss Mary K. Bullitt, librarian of the Lexington Public Library: 
An act to incorporate the shareholders and directors of the 
Lexington, Georgetown and Danville libraries:
Be it enacted by the General Assembly that Thos. Hart sr.,
Jas. Morrison, Jno. Bradford, James Trotter, Jno.A.Seitz, Robert
5Patterson, John McDowell, Robt. Barr, William McBean, Jas.
Me. Coun, Caleb Wallace, Fielding L.Fanner, Samuel Postelthwaite 
and Thos. S. Barr and the rest of the subscribers who have sub­
scribed or who may hereafter subscribe to the Lexington Library 
Association shall be a body politic and corporate by the name and 
style of the sharers of the Lexington Library and by that name 
shall have power to sue and be sued, implead and be impleaded and 
to have and make use of a common*seal.
To be in force after the passage thereof—
Signed:-
Jno. Breckinridge Sp. H. Rep.
Y/illiam McDowell.
Approved Nov. 29-1800.
James Gaward, Clerk.
This library continued as a subscription library until 1898, 
when it was made a free library supported by the city. This was 
the first free public library supported by a municipality in Ken­
tucky and is, so far as known, the only one at the present time 
except that of Newport. The library now contains about 12000 
volumes and is one of the most progx’essive libraries in the South.
LOUISVILLE.
In Louisville the library of the Polytechnic Society of Ken­
tucky is the successor of a long line of libraries which have ex­
isted in that city one after another and have successively disap­
peared. The facts contained in the following account of these 
enterprises are taken from the report of Colonel Bennett H. Young,
6president of the Polytechnic Society, made to that society in 1898 
Ten libraries went down in the storms that beset such institutions 
before the Polytechnic Society grasped the problem in 1878.
As early as 1816 a definite effort was made to establish a 
library in Louisville. The moving spirit in this enterprise was 
Mann Butler. He and others incorporated the Louisville Library 
Company. This organization did its work for six years and then 
passed into oblivion. It was not until 1835 that another suc­
cessful effort was made. Then James Speed and his p-s^ociates 
chartered the Mechanics' Institute. This was succeeded by the 
Kentucky Historical Society. On the list of the Historical Soc­
iety's founders appear the names of Judge Henry Pirtle, George D. 
Prentice, Chancellor Bibb and Humphrey Marshall. Its career was 
limited to less than five years but it did valuable work in col­
lecting and preserving historical material.
Following this came a series of short lived enterprises, the 
Louisville Franklin Lyceum, the Mercantile Library, the People's 
Library, and the Louisville Library. These were succeeded by the 
Louisville Library Association. This promised great things and 
did a good work. At one time it had an endowment of ten thousand 
dollars and had over ten thousand volumes. It, however, like 
the rest ceased to find support and finally failed.
Hext the Public Library of Kentucky occupied the field. This 
was a free public library and was a magnificent undertaking but 
there was a lottery feature connected with its operations which de­
prived it of full public support and in 1878 attachments were taken 
out against the building, library and cabinets. It became nec­
essary to secure seventy thousand dollars to prevent the wreck of
7the entire property. It was then that the Polytechnic Society 
of Kentucky assumed the responsibility of providing Louisville with
a public library. Its members became personally liable for the
t Ke_ Soc  i e f y
amount and became owner of the building, books, museum and other 
properties of the Public Library of Kentucky. (See Charter and 
By-laws of the Polytechnic Society of Kentucky.)
The library now has fifty-three thousand volumes. The ref­
erence department is free to any who wish to work there and is open 
from 8 A.M. to 10 P.M. during the summer months and from 9A.M. to 
10 P.M. during the winter. Members of the society may draw books 
from the library and this privilege is extended to those citizens 
of Louisville who pay three dollars a year for it. (See Charter 
and By-laws of the Polytechnic Society of Kentucky, Rules govern­
ing the library, p.22.)
For several years it has been the wish of the society that 
some arrangement might be made with the city of Louisville whereby 
the library of the society might be converted into a free public 
library supported by the city. With this in view members of the 
society secured the passage of an act by the General Assembly of 
1898 authorizing the city of Louisville to contract with the soci­
ety for the transfer of the books, buildings and other property of 
the society to secure to the citizens of Louisville a free public 
library. After the passage of the act, however, the city coun­
cil failed to act in accordance with the right conferred upon them. 
A library committee of the council has recently been appointed, 
however, and at the last annual meeting of the Polytechnic Society 
in April of the present year the society agreed to transfer proper­
ty and books to the value of three hundred thousand dollars to the
8city. As the conditions of this transfer have constituted one of 
the points of non-agreement between the council and the society 
heretofore it seems probable that it may not be long before matters 
can be fully adjusted and Louisville shall have a free public li­
brary.
In the meantime Mr. Andrew Carnegie has offered the city one 
hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars to be used in erecting a 
library building. The offer is made on condition that the city 
agree to expend not less than ten thousand dollars annually for 
support of the library and that the Polytechnic Society transfer to 
the city their books, museum and site. Owing to the failure of 
the council to reach an understanding with the society or owing to 
some public opposition or both the gift has not been accepted up to 
this time.
NEWPORT.
Newport has a free public library established in January, 1899 
under an act of the state legislature entitling cities of the sec­
ond class to use moneys collected from police court fines and pool 
room licenses for the establishment and support of free public 
libraries. (See Sec.4, Chap.63, of the Acts of 1898.)
The library has now about five thousand bound volumes besides 
one thousand pamphlets. It is located in temporary quarters in a 
business building in the town and is open daily, Sundays excepted, 
from 2:30 P.M. to 9:30 P.M. In November,1899. Mr. Andrew Car­
negie made this library an offer of twenty thousand dollars for a 
building on condition that the city provide a suitable site and 
guarantee at least two thousand dollars annually for the support of
9the library. The offer was at once accepted. A site has been 
purchased and prospects are fair for an excellent library for New­
port.
COVINGTON.
Covington has at this time no library but the prospects there 
are also bright for a free public library in the near future.
Under the same act that secured for Newport the right to use cer­
tain moneys for library purposes Covington also gained a library 
fund. The money collected from police courts and' pool rooms 
since the passage of the act in in 1898 has amounted to about 
thirty-five thousand dollars.
When Mr. Carnegie made the gift to Newport certain citizens of 
Covington bent every effort to induce him to make a similar gift to 
that city. In this they succeeded beyond their hopes for in Jan­
uary 1900 Covington received an offer of forty thousand dollars 
from him to be used in erecting a library building. The city 
agrees to expend five thousand dollars a year in support of the li­
brary. The gift was immediately accepted and a free publifc li­
brary for Covington seems assured.
SMALLER TOWNS.
Of the smaller towns nine report libraries varying in size 
from one hundred and thirty to three thousand volumes. (See ac­
companying table.) Most of these are subscription libraries, the 
subscription varying from fifty cents to three dollars a year.
One exception is found, however, in the library at Taylorsville 
which is maintained by the King's Daughters as a free library. It
10
was established in August 1899 and has now about three hundred 
bound books and one hundred pamphlets.
The library at Nicholasville is of some special interest be­
cause of a rather unusual gift which it has received from outside 
the state. Mrs. Sarah Rice Withers of Bloomington, Illinois, at 
her death in 1897, bequeathed the sum of thirty-three thousand 
dollars in trust to the trustees of the Presbyterian church at 
XTicholasville to establish a library at that place. The sum was 
transferred to them in May 1899 and the Withers library opened on 
the first of July of that year. It had transferred to it the 
furniture and books of the Nicholasville Public Library, which had 
been conducted as a subscription library by the club women of the 
town. This library now has about fourteen hundred volumes. A 
subscription of fifty cents a year is charged for the privilege of 
drawing books. The reading room is free.
COLLEGE AND ACADEMY LIBRARIES.
Very early in the history of the state colleges and academies 
were established. Each of these had its own library. Most of 
them were small but they served their purpose in helping the stu­
dents of these institutions and they are still serving it. Most 
of them belong to small institutions and do not increase rapidly, 
having little financial support.
Following is a list of those having one thousand volumes or 
more in 1896, showing the number of volumes in the library at that 
time and also showing the number of volumes in the same library in 
1876. These figures are taken from the U.S. Bureau of Education 
Reports on Libraries of the U.S. in 1876 and in 1896:
Table of College and Academy Libraries.
l o c a t i car COLLEGE FOUNDED VOL.1876. VOL.1896
Berea Berea College 1865 2000 8000
Bowling Green Ogden ,, 1883 2775
* > Potter ,, 5000
y  1 Southern Nornal 1875 1000
Cecilian Cecilian College I860 1000 2000
Danville Centre College of Ky. 1819 4160 8187
y  y Danville Theol. Sem. 1855 10000 5000
y y Ky. School for the Deaf 1850 1650
Georgetown Georgetown College 1837 7000 IÔÔÔ0
y  y -- Ciceronian Society 1839 1800
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LOCATION COLLEGE FOUNDED VOL.1876. VOL.1896
Georgetown Georgetown College 
Tau Theta Kappa 1839 1300
Hopkinsville Southern Ky.College 1000
Jackson Jackson Collegiate Inst. 1250
Lexington Hamilton Female College 1885 2662
9 9 Ky. State College 1000
9 9 Ky. University 1783 3261 14672
9 9 — Philathean Society 1868 525 1200
Louisville Hampton College 1878 6000
» * Ky. Institution for the 
Education of the Blind 1880 1000
» » Medical Dept. Univ. of 
Louisville 1837 4000 4000
» » So.Bapt.Theol.Sem. 1859 21000
» » Women’s School of Pharmacy 1260
Midway- Ky.Female Orphan School 1848 1000
Millers burg Millersburg Female CollegeI877 800 1000
Nazareth Nazareth Literary and Be 
nevolent Institution
-
500
Newport Bellevue School 1105
Princeton Princeton Collegiate Institute 1500
Richmond Southern Univ. and 
Landis Labraries 1874 6000
Russellville Logan Female College 1846 1100 1500
St.Mary's St.Mary's College I8II 4000
Shelbyville Science Hill School 1825 1250 2000
Springfield Academy of St. Catherine 
of Sienna 1850 2500 1500
Waddy Central Normal College 1886 1000
Winchester Ky. Wesleyan College 1866 2500
SCHOOL ARD TEACHERS’ LIBRARIES
There is in the state a system of county teachers' libraries 
established under a state law. (See Common School Laws of Ken­
tucky 1898, Sec.148-9.) Of the one hundred nineteen counties 
in the state sixty-eight report that they have teachers' libraries, 
four report that the have none and tha remaining forty-eight have 
not reported. Following is a table of counties reporting in re­
ply to a circular letter sent to county superintendents:
COURTY COURTY SEAT WHER ESTB. RO.VOL
Adair Columbia *1895 135
Allen Scottsville *1895 225
Barren Glasgow 1895 252
Bourbon Paris Whites
Colored
*120
*130
Boyd Catlettsburg *1890 *100
Breckinridge Hard ins burg 1894 319
Butler Morgantown 1892 800
Carter Grayson Ro Library.
Christian Hopkinsville 1892 Whites 
Colored
154
202
Cumberland Burkesville 1897 150
Estill Irvine 1894 60
Fleming Flemingsburg *1884 *200
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COUNTY COUNTY SEAT WHEN ESTB. NO.VOL
Pulton Hickman 1888 250
Gallatin Warsaw *1895 *50
Grayson Leitchfield No Library. One burned.
Green Greensburg 1890 317
Greenup Greenup *200
Hancock Hawesville 75
Harlan Harlan 1895 *200
Harrison Cynthiana *1890 *275
Hart Munfordsville *400
Henderson Henderson 1893 248
Hickman Clinton 1890 225
Hopkins Madisonville *1880 300
Jackson McKee *1882 260
Johnson Paintsville *1892 *150
Kenton Covington *1890 *250
Knox Barboursville *300
LaRue Hodgensville 1893 173
Laurel London 1894 *250
Letcher Whitesburg 1894 n o
Lewis Vance burg 1893 292
Lincoln Stanford *200
Lyon Eddyville 150
McLean Calhoun *1890 *100
Madison Richmond *1894 *150
Magoffin Salyersville 1895 85
Marion Lebanon 1894 *500
Marshall Benton 1894 207
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COUNTY COUNTY SEAT WHEN ESTB. NO.VOL
Martin Inez 1895 230
Mason Mayesville 1896 275
Meade Brandenburg 162
Menifee Prenchburg 1895 150
Mercer Harro ds burg 1894 *100
Metcalf Edmonton 1893 220
Monroe Torapkinsville 1891 300
Muhlenburg Greenville 1893 300
Nelson Bardstown 1893 325
Nicholas Carlisle 1895 275
Ohio Hartford *300
Owen Owenton *1895 *150
Owesley Boonville No Library.
Pendleton Falmouth *1890 290
Pike Pikeville 1894 360
Pulaski Somerset 632
Rowan Mo rehead 1899 50
Scott Georgetown No Library.
Shelby Shelbyville 1895 200
Simpson Franklin 1899 *100
Spencer Taylorsville 1895 150
Taylor Campbellsvilie 1893 160
Trigg Cadiz 1898 *150
Trimble Bedfo rd 235
Union Morganville *1891 *100
V/arren Bowling Green *1890 *400
Washington Springfield *1892 150
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COUNTY COUNTY SEAT WHEN ESTB. NO.VOL
Wayne Monticello •1892 II7
Webster Dixon 1888 284
Whitley Williamsburg 300
Wolfe Campton •1894 •100
W o o d f ord Versailles No Library.
Carrollton Carrollton •1893 *100
•Approximately.
There is no regular part of the school moneys set apart for 
these libraries but their books are obtained largely through dona­
tions and an annual subscription among the teachers at the teach-
cases
ers' institutes. Although the support is meagre in most they are 
still doing a good work in helping teachers with books needed in 
their school work.
There is also a provision for district school libraries.
(See Common School Laws of Kentucky, 1898, Sec.150-51.) As in
thecase of the county teachers' libraries, there is no provision 
for the financial support of these libraries. A number of coun­
ties report active district libraries but the law is wholly inad­
equate to provide anything like an effective system.
Some of the larger towns, notably Bowling Green, Cynthiana and 
Hopkinsville, have graded school or high school libraries but 
these also are supported by local effort and without provision by 
state law.
TRAVELING LIBRARIES
Kentucky is an agricultural state with few large cities.
There is but one city, Louisville, of over One hundred thousand 
inhabitants. There are in the state only thirty-four cities and 
towns of over three thousand population. The eastern part of the 
state is mountainous and inaccessible. It thus appears that Ken­
tucky is the natural field for the traveling library. And it is 
in this fora that the greatest library activity exerts itself.
Traveling libraries first appeared in the form of the subscrip­
tion traveling library sent out as a commercial enterprise.
There are many of these throughout the central and western portions 
of the state. Most of them are sent out by the Pamelee Library 
Company of Chicago. Following is a list of tawns supplied by 
them:
Adairville Cloverport Hardinsburgi'i
Augusta Elkton Hartford
Bardstown Elizabethtown Harro dsburg
Benton Falmouth Hawesville
Bloomfield Franklin La Grange
Bowling Green Ghent Lebanon
Calhoun Glasgow Leitchfield
Carrollton Greenville Livernore
Columbia Guthrie Ludlow
1%
Marion 
Hew Castle 
Owenton 
Paducah
Providence 
Pineyville 
Russelville 
Sac remento
Sharps burg 
Springfield 
Walton 
Warsaw
In 1896 the State Federation of Women's Clubs took up the work 
of supplying reading to the people of the mountain regions of the 
state. The question was discussed at the state meeting that year 
and a committee on traveling libraries was appointed. During the 
next two years a circuit of six towns was established. During the 
club year of 1898-99 the work grew to six circuits including twenty- 
two mountain towns and circulating in all thirteen hundred volumes 
in twenty-four different cases. During the past year, 1899-1900, 
the number of libraries has grown to fifty-four and collections of 
pictures have been added. These pictures are not intended to go 
from one community to another as the books do but are given to the 
people outright "to serve the double purpose of decoration and pa­
pering the walls", as the chairman of the committee writes.
The libraries are located in private houses, school-houses, 
mountain churches, post offices and mining camps, each being in 
charge of a resident librarian who loans books and keeps the records 
The general supervision of the system is carried on by the committee 
on traveling libraries of the State Federation, with headquarters 
in Louisville. One copy of the list of contents of each library 
is secured to the lid of the box in which it is sent and one copy 
is sent to the committee for reference, the boxes being filldd and 
sent, under direction of the committee, by individual clubs in 
various parts of the state. The Louisville and Hashville and 
Chesapeake and Ohio railroads furnish free transportation for the
libraries between points on their lines twice a year, the librarie 
being moved the first of May and the first of October.
Following is a list of the contents of one of these libraries, 
copied from the type-written listr which is kept by the committee;
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TRAVELING LIBRARY 
OF
MOUNTAINS OF KENTUCKY 
BOX 24
1 Cetury,Magazine v.30
2 ,, v .39
3 ,, v.56
4 Atlantic Monthly v.59
5 Harper’s Magazine v.96
6 Atlantic Monthly v. 60
7 Cosmopolitan v.2I
8 ,, v .27
9 Chit-Chat
10 Napoleon and the Queen of 
Prusshia
11 The Empress Josephine
12 Chatterbox
13 Adam Bede
14 Mill on the Floss
15 Waverley
16 Ivanhoe
17 Toilers of the Sea
18 Tale of two Cities
19 The Deemster
20 Children of the Abbey
21 Faithful Guide
22 Frankenstein
23 John Halifax
24 Thaddeus of Warsaw
25 Cross of Berne
26 Julius Caesar
27 House of Seven Gables
28 Jane Eyre
29 Old Mam’selle's Secret
30 Don Quixote
31 Last Days of Pompeii
32 House of the Wolf
33 The First Violin
34 Gulliver's Travels
35 Arabian Nights
36 Buried Treasure
37 Five Little Peppers
38 Sketch Book
20
39
40
41
42
43
44
Dream Life 45 
English Men of Letters 46 
Round the world in 80 days47 
In His Sourt 48 
Roderick Ashcourt 49
History of the Middle Ages50
Aunt Serena 
Wyoming
History of Greece 
Reveries of a Bachelor 
My Point of View 
Holy Bible
Besides these libraries senttout by the State Federation of 
Women’s Clubs there are those of the Kentucky Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union. These are also sent to the Mountains. They 
are, however, smaller collections, having only about thirty 
books in each box. This makes them more easily carried so that 
they can go to more remote places, often being carried on horse­
back over roads otherwise impassable. These books are of a gen­
eral character, as shown by the accompanying list. There was 
such a demand for cook-books that the committee had a simple one 
printed especially for these libraries and to mail directly to the 
mountain people.
The work was begun in 1896. In the report of last October 
mention is made of seventeen libraries containing five hundred 
thirty books. Since then fourteen new libraries have been added, 
making in all thirty-one.
In this connection the committee has a mailing list of moun­
tain people to whom magazines and papers are sent directly when 
their original owners have read them.
Following is a list of the books in one W.C.T.U. library, as 
furnished by Miss Katherine R. Pettit of Lexington, chairman of the 
committee:
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W.C.T.U. TRAVELING LIBRARY
MOUNTAINS
1 Ivanhoe
2 Pilgrim's Progress
3 Little Men
4 Little Women
5 Beside the Bonnie Brier 
Bush
6 Longfellow's Poems
7 Tennyson's Poems
8 HHistory of Kentucky
9 History of the U.S.
10 History of England
11 Boys of Seventy-six
12 Life of Mrs. Woodbridge
13 Everyday Cook-book
14 Henry Esmond
15 Life of George Washington
16 Zig Zag Journeys in Europe
17 Drummond's Essays
18 The Pathfinder
OP KENTUCKY
19 Chatterbox
20 Pansy Book
21 Letters of I.Prime
22 Pansy Book
23 How to Live (Miller)
24 Sermons by D.L.Moody
25 Natural History
26 Book on Birds
27 Book on Forestry
28 Hugh Wynn
29 Pemberton, or 100 years ago
30 Shakspeare
31 The Story of a Short Life 
(Ewing)
32 The Beautiful Life of Fran­
cés E.Willard
33 Addeesses by John G.Morley
34 Through Russia
35 In the Blue-grass region of 
Kentucky
THE STATE LIBRARY
The State Library occupies quarters in the basement of the 
capitol building at Frankfort. The books are stored in sixteen 
rooms, two rooms being used for the "examination of books"« The 
library now contains about one hundred thousand books. About one 
thousand dollars a year is spent in the purchase of books and much 
material is of course obtained by exchange.
During the past winter, whihe the troops were quartered in 
the state house, quite serious damage was done to the library.
Some of the rooms set apart for the library were occupied by troops 
who destroyed a considerable number of volumes. The valuable law 
collection fortunately escaped.
The librarian, who receives one thousand dollars a year, is 
appointed by the General Assembly every two years. The term of 
office begins in June. Formerly the state librarian had charge 
of the capitol buildings and grounds but at the last session of the 
legislature this was changed and there is now a superintendent of 
buildings and grounds. The librarian has one assistant who re* 
ceives nine hundred dollars a year.
a s t O 2LS> to
The State Library is not adequately supported ei quarters,
as to
salaries or help furnished. For the provision made by law for 
this purpose see Acts of the General Assembly of Kentucky I89I,’92 
and '93, Chapter 262.
LIBRARY LAW
Kentucky has no genreal library law. There was a general 
law enacted in 1875 but no progress was made under it and a nftw 
state constitution adopted in 1891 makes no provision for libraries 
There is a law providing for the State Library, quarters for it in 
the state house, employment of a librarian and assistant and other 
details. (See Acts of the Ganeral Assembly of Kentucky 1891,*92, 
and ’93, Chapter 262.)
There is also a school library law which provides for couty 
teachers’ libraries and district school libraries, Previously men­
tioned. (See Common School Laws of Kentucky 1898, Sec.148-51.)
For Louisville special provision is made, as before stated, 
whereby the city can enter into contract for the furnishing of books 
to be used as a free public library.
By an act known as the Goebel Library Law cities of the sec­
ond class, being those having a population of between twenty thou­
sand and one hundred thousand, have the power to use moneys de­
rived from police court fines and pool-room licenses for the estab­
lishment and maintenance of free public libraries. See Acts of 
the General Assembly of Kentucky 1898, Chapter 63.) This class 
includes Covington, hewport and Lexington.
For the smaller cities and towns of the state no provision is 
made by law. Efforts have been put forth from time to time to
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secure legislation which should benefit them and the large agricul­
tural population. As yet, however, nothing has been definitely 
accomplished.
In 1896 the alumni of the Louisville high school prepared a 
bill providing for a library commission. Those who were interest­
ed in it had great hopes of it becoming a law. It was lost, how­
ever, and the matter was dropped.
In June of that year the State Federation of Women's Clubs 
took up the question. At their meeting in Versailles the matter 
was fully discussed and a committee on free libraries was appointed. 
This committee, after a careful study of the situation, drew up a 
bill giving city and town authorities power to levy taxes to estab­
lish libraries within their jurisdiction, provided the voters 
should approve such tax. This bill was presented at a meeting of 
the General Assembly in 1898. It passed the Senate but never 
reached the House. After this defeat the committee went to Work 
and, after careful consideration, it was decided to drop cities 
of the first and second classes, since they were otherwise pro­
vided for, and to draft a bill, or more properly two bills, 
which should provide for the establishment of libraries in towns 
below the second class. This includes cities having less than 
twenty thousand inhabitants.
Such a bill was accordingly drafted and at the last meeting of 
the General Assembly,in 1900, it was presented. It came before 
both House and Senate but owing to the disastrous political situ­
ation it was lost in the pressure of other business.
4
The first bill makes provision for the appointment of a libra-
25
ry commission similar to those of other states now having such com­
missions. The second is entitled An act to provide for the estab­
lishment of Free Libraries and Reading Rooms in Cities of the third, 
fourth and fifth classes. The bill is the result of careful 
study during a period of four years by those who are directly in­
terested in the cause of free libraries. It ia then reasonable 
to suppose that it embodies as full a solution of the problems pre­
sented as it is possible to make at the present time. Before the 
next session of the legislature, in 1902, other aspects of the 
situation may present themselves, in which case these observations 
will be embodied in a revision of the bill to be presented then.
In consideration of the large agricultural population of the 
state and the very small number of large towns the provision, made 
in Sec.6.for traveling libraries and inter-library loans is of 
special importance.
The text of this bill, as well as much valuable information 
on the subject of library legislation, has been furnished by Miss 
Sally S.Maury, of Louisville, Chairman of the Committee on Free 
Libraries of the State Federation of Woman's Clubs.
TEXT OF PROPOSED LIBRARY LAW.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky: Sec.I* The Governor, by the advice of the Senate,
shall appoint five persons, residents of the state, who shall con-
■
stitute a Board of Library Commissioners, who shall hold their 
offices as follows: two for four years, one for three years, one
for two years and one for one year; and thereafter the term of
26
office of each such commissioner shall be four years. Vacancies 
shall be filled by appointment by the Governor. The said commis­
sioners shall annually elect from their number a chairman and a sec­
retary.
Sec.2 The said commission shall give advice and counsel to all 
communities which may propose to establish free libraries, as to 
the best means of establishing and administering such libraries, 
the selection of books, cataloging and other details of management. 
They may give advice to libraries already started when asked. It 
may send its members to any county to aid in establishing new libra­
ries or to furnish assistance and improve those already established. 
Provided, The expenditures do not exceed the amount herein author- 
ixed, The said commission shall have a biennial report to Jrhe Gov­
ernor, and such report shall be published as other official reports 
Sec.3 No member of the commission shall receive any compensa­
tion for his services as a member, except traveling expenses in 
attending meetings of the commission, or in visiting or establish­
ing libraries, and other incidental and necessary expenses con?- 
nected with the work of the commission, shall be paid out of the 
state treasury, provided the whole amount shall not exceed the sum 
of five hundred dollars to each commissioner in one year. All 
such expenses incurred by the commission or its members under this 
law shall be verified by the chainnan and secretary to the Auditor 
of the State who shall issue his warrant thereto to be paid, as 
other appropriations, out of the State Treasury from the general 
funds not otherwise appropriated.
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An Act to Provide for the Establishment of Free Public 
Libraries and Beading Rooms in cities of the Third,
Fourth, Fifth said Sixth classes.
Sec.I. The municipal authorities of any city or town shall
have power to establish and maintain a public library and free 
reading room or rooms for the benefit and use of the inhabitants of 
such city or town; and, for that purpose, may levy and collect 
annually a tax not to exceed ten cents on each hundred dollars of 
the assessed value of property therein subject to taxation.
Sec.2 When it has been determined to establish and maintain a
public library and reading room or rooms for any city or town as 
above provided, the mayor of such city or chairman of the board of 
trustees shall, with the approval of the councillor board of trus­
tees, as the case maymbe, proceed to appoint a board of five di­
rectors for the same, chosen from residents of the city with ref­
erence to their fitness for such office.
Sec.3. Such directors shall hold their office for four years
from the first day of July of the year of their appointment, and 
until their successors are appointed, but upon their first ap­
pointment they shall divide themselves at their first meeting by 
lot into four classes: Two directors for four years, one for
three years, one for two years, one for one year, and their terms 
shall expire accordingly. Vacancies shall be filled in like man­
ner as original appointments. The members of this board shall 
serve without compensation.
Sec.4 Said directors shall, immediately after their appoint»
ments, and annually thereafter in the month of July, meet and orr 
ganize, by the election of one of their number president, and by
28
the election of a secretary and such other officers as they may 
deem necessafry. They shall make and adopt such by-laws, rules 
and regulations for their guidance and for the government of the 
library and the reading room as they may deem expedient, not incon«- 
sistent herewith.
Sec.5. All money and revenue paid, collected or received 
by authority of any provision, herein contained, whether by tax­
ation, gift, bequest or otherwise, shall belong to and and be 
known and designated as the "Library Fund", and shall be paid into 
the proper city treasury, and there kept separate and apart from 
other funds and be drawn therefrom as herein after provided, but 
only to be and applied to the purposes herein authorized. This 
board of directors shall have exclusive control of the expenditure 
of all moneys collected and placed to the credit of said library 
fund, the charge of the construction of any building erected, and 
the supervision, care and custody of the grounds, rooms or build­
ings constructed leased or set apart for that purpose. This 
board shall have power to purchase or lease grounds, to occupy, 
lease or erect an appropriate building (or building) or buildings* 
for the use of said library; to appoint a suitable librarian and 
necessary assistants and fix their compensation, and at their 
discretion to remove such appointees. They shall in general car­
ry out the spirit and intent of this act in establishing and main­
taining a public library and reading room or reading rooms. Said 
board may order the withdrawal and payment, upon properly authen­
ticated vouchers duly certified by the president and secretary, of 
money from the library fund for any liability or expenditure herein 
authorized. Said board may purchase necessary books, journals,
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publications and other personal property in accordance with their 
judgment of what is best; but all such expenditures are limited
tothe amount btf the library fund in each fiscal year.
Sec.6 Every library and reading room established under this
act shall be forever free to the use of the inhabitants of the city 
where located, always subject to such reasonable rules and regu­
lations as the library board in their discretion may adopt, in 
order to render the use of said library and reading room or rooms 
beneficial to the greatest number; and said board may exclude 
from such library and reading room or rooms all persons who shall 
willfully violate any of its rules, provided that the board of 
directors of such library and reading room or rooms may, under such 
rules and regulations as may be deemed by them necessary, and upon 
such terns and conditions as may be agreed upon, allow non-resi­
dents of the city in which the libraty or reading rooms are situated 
to use the books therein, and may exchange such books with any 
other public library, either permanently or temporarily, and may 
send out traveling libraries intheir own or adjoining counties; 
and any such board may contract with the members of the Fiscal Court 
of the county in which the library is situated, or with the members 
of the fiscal court of any adjacent county, or with individuals or 
associations, or with the members of the Fiscal Court, school 
board, trustees or coirmon council of any adjacent county, city, 
town or school district, to loan the books of said library, singly 
or in traveling libraries, to the residents of such county, town, 
or school district, upon the terms and as may be agreed upon in 
such contract; and the fiscal court, council, board of school 
trustees of any such county, city, town or school district who
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are hereby empowered to make contracts for such purposes, and to 
pay the consideration agreed upon therein, to the board of direct­
ors of such library and reading room or rooms, out of the county, 
or city treasury, upon the rendering of proper accounts and vouch­
ers thesefor.
Sec.7. Said board shall, on or before the first Monday in 
July of each year, make an annual report to the municipal t 
authorities of their city, giving the condition of their trust, 
with full statements of all property, and money received, whence 
derived, how used and expended, the number of books, journals 
and other publications on hand, the number added by gift, purchase 
or otherwise during the year, the number lost or missing, the 
number and character of those loaned, the number of visitors at­
tending, and such other statistics, information and suggestions 
as may be of general interest* A financial report showing all 
receipts and disbursements of money shall also be made by the sec­
retary of the board, duly verified by affidavit.
Sec.8. Any city or town wherein a public library or reading 
room or rooms may be established shall have to pass ordinances foe 
the protection of the same, and all property thereto belonging, 
and for imposing penalties for the punishment of persons committing 
injury to such (property) library or reading room or rooms or the 
property or books thereof, or for failure to return any book or 
other property belonging thereto. They shall also have power, 
by ordinance or resolution duly passed for such purpose, to grant, 
donate, or authorize the use of, either in whole or in part, any 
laid, square, or real estate belonging to such city or town or 
dedicated to public use therein, for the purpose of erecting and
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maintaining a building to be used for a public library and reading 
room as herein authorized.
Sec.9. Any person desiring to make donations of money, per­
sonal property or real estate for the benefit of such library shall 
have the right to vest the title of the property so donated in the 
board of directors created under this act, to be held and control- 
ed by such board, when accepted, according to the terms of the 
deed, gift, devise or bequest of such property; and as to such 
property the said board shall be held and considered to be special 
trustees.
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